




Soju Sales & Popularity Trends
Korean soju has grown far beyond its traditional roots, becoming one of the fastest-rising categories 

in the global beverage market. In 2023, South Korea's soju exports exceeded USD 100 million for the 
first time in a decade, with the United States importing USD 23.6 million alone ( ). This Research and Markets

surge reflects the drink's crossover appeal: authentic, approachable, and fueled by the global 
popularity of Korean food, music, and culture.

Globally, the soju market was valued at USD 5.3 billion in 2023 and is projected to reach USD 7.4 billion 
by 2030, growing at a steady 5% CAGR ( ). Flavored and ready-to-drink (RTD) varieties Grand View Research

are driving much of this expansion, appealing to new consumers 
and younger demographics. At the same time, premium and craft soju are carving out a niche, catering to 

drinkers seeking quality and authenticity.

In North America, soju is enjoying a breakthrough moment. The U.S. market is expected to expand from USD 
255 million in 2023 to USD 426 million by 2031 ( ). Korean BBQ restaurants, K-pop Verified Market Research
fandom, and the rise of Asian-inspired cocktails have helped bring soju into the mainstream. Its lower alcohol 

content and smooth profile make it ideal for mixology, from Korean-style “somaek” (soju-beer mix) to soju 
martinis and spritzers.

With cultural momentum, category innovation, and growing consumer demand, soju's popularity shows no 
sign of slowing down. For distributors, retailers, and on-premise accounts, soju offers a unique opportunity 

to tap into an expanding segment that bridges tradition and trend, heritage and innovation.

https://www.researchandmarkets.com/report/soju-market
https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/soju-market-report
https://www.verifiedmarketresearch.com/product/North-America-Soju-Market/
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